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SUMMARY:




The common pleas court properly denied petitioner’s postconviction petition challenging his trial counsel’s effectiveness in investigating and presenting his defense to drug trafficking and weapons charges, because petitioner failed to sustain his burden to submit evidentiary material setting forth sufficient operative facts to demonstrate substantive grounds for relief:  the “self-serving” declarations contained in his affidavit disavowing his possession of the drugs and firearms were, alone, insufficient to rebut evidence in the record to the contrary; and petitioner did not otherwise offer outside evidence, nor could he point to evidence in the record, demonstrating the assertions, essential to his ineffective-counsel claim, that trial counsel had known of, but had unreasonably declined to investigate, outcome-determinative evidence.
JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
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OPINION by CROUSE, J.; MOCK, P.J., and ZAYAS, J., CONCUR.

