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SUMMARY:

The juvenile court did not err in adopting the magistrate’s decision granting permanent custody of three children to the Hamilton County Department of Job and Family Services:  the court’s decision was not against the manifest weight of the evidence where the children’s mother was unable to complete substance-abuse treatment and was homeless, and where no suitable relative was available to facilitate a secure and stable placement.

After mother’s rights to the permanent custody of her three children had been terminated, the juvenile court did not abuse its broad discretion in denying the custody motion of the children’s grandmother or great aunt where the grandmother had been able to achieve only conditional placement pursuant to a Michigan Interstate Compact for Placement of Children and was unable to provide a legally secure permanent placement for the children, and the great aunt had not expressed interest in reunification until 13 months after the children had been removed from her home, had made little progress toward reunification, and had failed to comprehend the special needs of the children, one of whom requires psychiatric inpatient treatment, and the children had expressed a desire not to continue visits with her.

In a proceeding for the permanent termination of parental rights, under the express language of R.C. 2151.352 and Juv.R. 4(A), grandmother, although designated as a party to pursue legal custody of the children, was not entitled to appointed counsel.  

JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
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