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SUMMARY:

The Hamilton County Juvenile Court correctly declined to exercise jurisdiction over and dismissed appellants adoptive parents’ complaint for legal custody of the child where the Arkansas Court of Appeals had set aside the adoption, adoptive parents did not challenge the court’s jurisdiction to make that determination under Arkansas law, Arkansas courts continued to exercise jurisdiction over the matter and appellee birth mother was a resident of Arkansas:  The Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act (“PKPA”), 28 U.S.C. 1738A, required that the Arkansas judgment be afforded full faith and credit.
Adoptive parents’ argument that their complaint for legal custody sought a modification of the Arkansas court’s judgment as expressly authorized by the PKPA and that the Arkansas court’s failure to make a best interests determination demonstrated a declination of jurisdiction fails:  the Arkansas courts continued to exercise jurisdiction over the case and adoptive parents pointed to no Ohio or Arkansas law requiring a best interest analysis.
Adoptive parents’ argument that a custody determination based on the child’s best interests was a matter of first impression not inconsistent with the Arkansas court orders fails:  while the Arkansas appellate court did not expressly address custody, its mandate and a subsequent order by an Arkansas trial court unquestionably directed that the child be returned to the birth mother’s custody and adoptive parents’ complaint constituted a collateral attack on the Arkansas courts’ judgments.
JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
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