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SUMMARY:


In Ohio, probate courts are courts of limited jurisdiction and are permitted to exercise only the authority granted to them by Article IV, Section 8, Ohio Constitution and by statutes enacted pursuant to the constitution.  
R.C. 2101.24(A)(2) provides that the probate court shall have exclusive jurisdiction over a “subject matter” if another section of the Revised Code expressly confers jurisdiction upon the probate court; one such section is R.C. 2717.01(A)(1), which provides that a person desiring a change of name may file an application in the probate court of the county in which he resides.

R.C. 2101.24(A)(2) and 3705.15 provide the probate court with jurisdiction over the registration of unrecorded births and the correction of birth records.

R.C. 3705.15 provides, in pertinent part, that any person, born in Ohio, whose registration of birth has not been properly and accurately recorded, may file an application with the probate court to correct that birth record, but the application must set forth all of the available facts required on the birth record that is sought to be corrected.  
Where an applicant seeking to correct a birth record to reflect a change in his nationality or race provided to the probate court a birth record that contains neither classification, the applicant was, in effect, asking the probate court to amend his birth record to add those classifications, rather than to correct required facts already on the record, and the probate court had no authority under R.C. 2101.24(A)(2) and 3705.15 to add the additional facts to the birth record provided.  

JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
JUDGES:
OPINION by ZAYAS, J.; MOCK, P.J., and BERGERON, J., CONCUR.
