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SUMMARY:
The trial court afforded the contemnor notice and an opportunity to be heard before finding her in indirect criminal contempt for violating a no-contact order where the court had issued a verbal order to the contemnor that she not contact the opposing parties, their counsel, or the witnesses in the underlying case and had warned the contemnor that her failure to comply with the no-contact order would result in jail time; the opposing parties filed a motion seeking to hold the contemnor in contempt for her failure to comply with the court’s no-contact order; the contemnor responded to the motion; the court scheduled multiple hearings on the motion; and the contemnor appeared at the contempt hearing with both civil and criminal counsel who were given an opportunity to present evidence on the contemnor’s behalf, but chose to rest on the arguments in their pleadings. 
Where contempt proceedings are characterized as criminal, certain constitutional safeguards attach to the contempt proceedings, but the Ohio Supreme Court has not mandated that the trial court comply with Crim.R. 32 when imposing a jail term in a criminal contempt proceeding.
The trial court did not violate the contemnor’s First Amendment rights by holding her in criminal contempt for failing to abide by the court’s no-contact order where the court punished the contemnor’s conduct in sending emails to the opposing parties, their counsel, and witnesses in the underlying case, the contemnor did not challenge the court’s findings that the emails were frivolous and irrelevant to the litigation and that they had been sent to annoy, harass, and threaten the opposing parties, their counsel, and the witnesses, and the trial court had acted within its authority to control the litigation and the conduct of the litigants before it by enforcing the no-contact order.  

JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
JUDGES:
OPINION by FISCHER, P.J.; HENDON and STAUTBERG, JJ., CONCUR.    

