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SUMMARY:

Former R.C. 2950.09, providing that an out-of-state sex offender was automatically classified as a sexual predator in Ohio if he had been convicted of a nonexempt sex offense and was required to register for life in the state where he was convicted, did not violate due process, because former R.C. 2950.09(F)(2) met the requirements of due process by affording the offender a hearing before a judge, along with notice and an opportunity to be heard as to whether he should be exempt from Ohio’s lifetime registration and notification requirements.
Former R.C. 2950.09 did not violate the separation-of-powers doctrine where the sex offender was automatically classified as a sexual predator in Ohio if he had been convicted of a nonexempt sex offense and was required to register for life in the state of his conviction, the sheriff did not make any legal or factual determinations exclusively reserved to the judiciary, the out-of-state offender presumably had been afforded due process in the state of his conviction on the issue of dangerousness, and Ohio judicial review of the automatic classification was afforded under R.C. 2950.05(F)(2).

Former R.C. 2950.09 did violate the constitutional right to travel, because similarly-situated sex offenders moving into Ohio were treated the same, Ohio citizens who had committed sex offenses in other states and were required to register under that state’s laws were required to register when they returned to Ohio, the state had a compelling interest in protecting its citizens from offenders who had been deemed dangerous enough to register for life by a court of competent jurisdiction, and the statute was narrowly tailored to include those sex offenders deemed most dangerous.                                                                
JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
JUDGES:
OPINION by MOCK, P.J.; CUNNINGHAM and DETERS, JJ., CONCUR.

