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SUMMARY:





R.C. Chapter 4727, which governs licensed pawnbrokers in Ohio, does not contain provisions providing a pawnbroker with a right of possession to stolen property against the true owner, even if the pawnbroker complies with the provisions of the chapter.



The trial court erred by granting summary judgment to a pawnbroker in a conversion action brought by the owner of stolen goods on the grounds that the pawnbroker had purportedly complied with the reporting and waiting provisions of R.C. Chapter 4727. 



The trial court’s denial of plaintiff owner’s motion to amend the complaint was unreasonable and an abuse of discretion where the court’s conclusion that amendment would be futile was based on an erroneous interpretation of the law.

JUDGMENT:
REVERSED AND CAUSE REMANDED
JUDGES:
OPINION by CUNNINGHAM, P.J.; DEWINE and MOCK, JJ., CONCUR.
